DEN CEREMONIES

Why Do We Use Ceremonies?

· Everyone likes to receive recognition.   A Den or pack ceremony helps to recognize a boy in a positive way.

· Ceremonies provide meaningful and memorable highlights in a boy’s Cub Scouting experience.

· Ceremonies help teach the ideals and goals of Scouting.  As boys participate in ceremonies, they “learn by doing.”

· Ceremonies help focus attention not only on boys but also on families, leaders, and volunteers.  All involved earn recognition for their accomplishments.

Types of Den Ceremonies?

· An opening ceremony signals the beginning of the meeting.

· Present instant recognition in fun and ceremonies that acknowledge progress toward ranks.

· Denner installation recognizes boy leaders and the importance of this position in the Cub Scout and Webelos den.

· Special recognition ceremonies mark special achievements reached both in and out of Scouting.

· A closing ceremony brings a quiet, inspirational end to the den meeting. 

Tips for Effective Ceremonies? 

When planning your ceremonies, remember these important points.

· Determine your audience.  Keep your ceremonies appropriate for boys of Cub Scout age and the age of your den’s boys.  Simple ceremonies are more effective than long, elaborate ones.  Remember, boys this age have a short attention span.

· Alternate responsibility among the boys.  When the boys are involved, it is easier to hold their attention during the meeting.

· Use a variety of ceremonies to hold the boys’ and adults’ interest.  Theme related ceremonies spark the boy’s imagination.  Keep track of which ceremonies you use and avoid repeating them frequently.

· Adapt ceremonies to meet your needs.  Consider den size and the boy’s skill levels.  Younger boys may need someone to  read their lines while they perform an action or hold a sign.  No ceremony is written in stone.  Feel free to change them to make them work for you.

REMEMBER:  CEREMONIES ENCOURAGE ADVANCEMENT!
